Foreword by Snowden Paul
??It is with great pleasure that I present this fourth issue of Waseda Global Forum. This 
is the annual collection of articles introducing the results of the recent research and other 
academic activities of some of our faculty members and others. As an international liberal 
arts faculty, with members representing a dozen nationalities, ?and our students representing 
dozens, too?a rare phenomenon in Japan? our articles do not necessarily cover any single 
field or discipline. Future issues may indeed be planned to focus on a common theme, but 
here you will find the breadth and width and height of academic endeavour that we hope 
to instil in our students. The wide-ranging investigation and discovery that these articles 
represent also represent our dedication to assisting our students to gain the dedication as 
well as the knowledge and skills that go towards making three-dimensional decisions about 
world society and towards developing the ability to analyse, interpret and solve the problems 
that confront society. 
??Your comments on all or any of these articles would be most welcome. Contributions 
from around the world may also be accepted. We want to make this a journal of high academic 
quality that remains accessible to our students, and to our many readers far beyond the 
bounds of Waseda University.
??SILS was proud to send out its first three graduates, one semester early, in September, 
2007. Then, on schedule, 500 or so of our first intake of students are due to graduate 
in March, 2008. We know that many of them have already found excellent employment 
opportunities, or have been admitted to an impressive range of graduate schools both inside 
and outside Waseda. In next year?s issue, we will be able to report with greater confidence, 
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backed by the final data, on their successes. 
??Following in the footsteps of those initial pioneers, our second intake of students 
have recently returned from their year overseas; they have been followed by the third, 
who are now overseas in diverse countries, gaining new experiences and developing their 
consciousness of the world at large. There is every sign that SILS has an international 
reputation already, and we are attracting more and more applicants from all over the world. 
In this way, our standards will rise further, so that we foresee no difficulty in achieving what 
is every teacher?s aim: to produce graduates capable of exceeding their teachers? own 
achievements. 
??At the end of this academic year, we must say farewell to our respected colleague James 
FEGAN, who will retire after a long and distinguished career of over 40 years at Waseda: his 
first contract at the university dates from 1965, the year after the Tokyo Olympics. Until 
moving to SILS in 2004, Fegan-sensei taught his native English at the Institute for Language 
Studies in Waseda, where he not only continued his earlier research interests in Middle-
Eastern linguistic and cultural studies, but also worked hard to keep himself consistently up 
to date with the many innovations in educational technology and cross-cultural studies that 
have swept like waves over language education in recent decades. He has also been active as 
a pioneer of overseas educational programmes. One of the very last of our colleagues to be 
born in the 1930s, Fegan-sensei has brought a certain level-headedness to the frictions and 
strains of setting up a whole new undergraduate school. His patient and faithful professional 
attention to his students?and not only the more talented of them?as individuals each with 
his or her own concealed potential has been a model for us all to follow. We wish him well for 
a long and fulfilling retirement, and know we shall still meet him frequently.
